PROJECT “HANNOVER”
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



· 
· 


· 


Q.:  
What is “Hannover”?
A.:
"Hannover" is the code-name for the next release of the Lotus Notes client, that will provide users with a single, innovative and intuitive client for messaging, custom applications, and productivity tools, plus J2EE-based functions like activity management, document management, and team workspaces.
Q.:
What is Activity Centric Collaboration?
A.:
Activity Centric Collaboration applies a new model and set of capabilities to today’s collaboration applications and processes.  This will enable users to collaborate in an activity-centric manner, using multiple communication tools such as e-mail, instant messaging, screen-sharing, file sharing and more.  These collaborative activities can be easily shared and updated in real-time.

Q.:
When will “Hannover” be available?  

A.:  
We are planning to preview this technology sometime next year in order to obtain feedback in our design process.
Q.:
How is this different than what’s coming with Notes 7?
A.:
Notes 7.0 is state of the art in Messaging and Collaboration software, extending that base by leveraging technologies and tools from IBM Workplace products.  “Hannover” will enable us to provide our customers with a world class client experience and continue to build on the new capabilities coming in Notes 7.  

Q.:
How does “Hannover” differ from previously discussed plans for Notes 8?

A.:
In Notes/Domino 7, we enabled Notes applications to be surfaced within the Workplace Managed Client.  We have consistently stated our plan to further leverage the Workplace Client Technology, to deliver additional benefits to future generations of Lotus Notes users.  “Hannover” is the code-name for the project which will delivers upon this promise.  









Q.:
Will pre-existing Notes applications run in a “Hannover” client?
A.:  
Yes.  Native Notes applications (including e-mail) will run in the “Hannover” client without any modification.  You will also be able to extend these applications within the Eclipse framework.

Q.:
Will customized Notes mail templates still work?

A.:
Yes, you will be able to utilize all of your customized mail or other Notes templates, without any modification.


Q.:  
Will the “Hannover” client enable continued integration between Notes and MS Office applications?  
A.:
Yes.  You will continue to be able to open Microsoft Office applications in their own process (window), exactly as you do today.  You will also be able to  open and edit Office files from Notes e-mail, as in previous releases of Notes.  
Q.:  
What if I want to use the Outlook client?  

A.:
You may use either “Hannover” for Notes-based access to Domino or use Outlook (by way of DAMO, Domino Access for Microsoft Outlook) to access your Domino back end, as you can do today.  








Q.:
What is the relationship between “Hannover” and the Workplace Brand/Family?

A.:
The “Hannover” Notes client is made possible by utilizing the Workplace Client Technology and leverages capabilities introduced through the Workplace Servers.  It is a member of the IBM Workplace family of products.  

Q.:
What is the difference between “Workplace Client Technology” and ”Workplace Managed Client”?

A.:
The Workplace Client Technology is a new paradigm for building server managed clients that support multiple user types, user experiences, access points, and forms of connectivity enabling flexible and cost effective access to people, business processes, applications, and content.  The “Hannover” client utilizes this paradigm, as does the Workplace Managed Client
.
Q.:
What tools or technologies are required to create the composite applications?  

A.:    Composite applications are composed of multiple components that live in the same environment and are applied to the same user interface.  These applications can be either client or server based and are built using similar tools.  Notes/Domino applications can be built using Domino Designer and then exposed as components using tools such as the Domino Application Portlet or the Portlet Builder for Domino. Workplace-based components can be built using Workplace Designer or the WCS API toolkit with a Java development tool like Rational Application Developer, and server applications are assembled using Workplace Builder. 

Q.: 
Is deployment of Notes 7 a mandatory step toward deployment of  “Hannover”?
A.:
Notes 7 provides numerous benefits including: an expanded scope of collaboration, significant TCO savings (industry’s lowest cost of administration, lower cost of down time than competitors), productivity enhancements, integration with WebSphere Portal and IBM Workplace Products, standards-based interoperability and a first embrace of the Workplace Client Technology.  It provides many of the benefits of Portal and Workplace technology to Notes/Domino customers this year, so there is a compelling value proposition for Notes/Domino 7.  If, however, you opt not to deploy any particular release, including Notes/Domino 7, you will be able to upgrade to the next release without requiring any massive rip-and-replace effort.
Q.:
Will “Hannover” provide VoIP integration?

A.:
Yes.   “Hannover” is based upon re-used components across the Workplace family, including real-time collaboration components that have VoIP integration.  






Q.:
What are “composite applications” and what is their business value?

A.:
The vast majority of Domino customers are building and developing Domino applications today.  In the “Hannover” timeframe, customers will be able extend these applications by adding in functions developed on the J2EE platform (either custom or packaged).  When these (and other) technologies are combined, the product is a ‘composite application.”  The ability to combine multiple technologies into a single application provides significant business value:  It enables companies to protect and extend their existing assets with increasing degrees of flexibility, and to respond quickly and cost effectively to their emerging business requirements, with applications that are significantly easier to create than alternative application development environments.
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